GOETHE'S REPUTATION IN ENGLAND SINCE 1832
about a minister assailed by doubts, were inspired by the idealistic
humanism of that great movement of German thought, extending
from Lessing through Goethe and Schiller to Hegel, which was
based, as Sterling said, on the idea of "the worth of man".
Mrs. Humphrey "Ward was the niece of Matthew Arnold.
There were ties of kinship, and others due to a common educa-
tional background and way of life, a life that allowed them
sufficient means and leisure for travel, opportunities for a wide
acquaintance with art, literature and wild nature, and a certain
detachment, between many of these leading families of the upper
middle class in England who found in Goethe and kindred Ger-
man spirits a congenial philosophy. Walter Pater, a contemporary
of Symonds at Oxford and another pupil of Jowett's, is also clearly
in the line of descent from Arnold and Carlyle. He too had a high
admiration for Goethe and often quoted him, but, unlike Sy-
monds, he rather deplored Goothe's passion for science, and
through his exclusive preoccupation with the aesthetic he arrived
at a philosophy of life which Goethe would certainly not have
recognized as akin to his own. He too, after thoughts of a Church
career, had found Oxford's influence fatal to his orthodoxy,
though ritualism claimed him later.
All these admirers of Goethe were more or less direct disciples
of Carlyle, and like him they found in Goethe above all a spiritual
guide in a troubled age, when the ever-increasing materialism and
"plulistinism" of Victorian England made sensitive minds, if they
could not reconcile scientific knowledge with orthodox belief,
more and more receptive to a high-minded humanism which
tended to make of culture a substitute for religion. Such an
attitude naturally aroused much opposition. Many who were led
by Carlyle to read Goethe took exception to his writings, as his
first English critics had done, on moral grounds, and arrived at an
unfavourable view of his personality as a whole. These differences
came out clearly in the discussion aroused by the epoch-making
Life of Goethe published by G. H. Lewes in 1855.
G. H. Lewes was not only a competent scientist and philoso-
pher, but also a most versatile writer and a literary critic with
imaginative insight. His biography of Goethe was the first full-
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